THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING
was described by the newspapers as -beautiful- or "agree-
able" or possessed of "a considerable fortimo." kvory-
body who died was "eminent." There were eminent book-
sellers, eminent grocers, eminent apothecaries, eminent
brewers, and eminent tobacconists, many of whom were
"wealthy" as well as "eminent," arid wrote "Ksquiru"
after their names. These lists Fielding" made up every
week from the other newspapers, with here and there a
remark printed in italics to distinguish his own property
from that of Grub Street. A pun, I suppose, wan intended
in addressing the fortunate young mart of the following
marriage notice:

"Mr. John Eayner, a Quaker, to Miss Cowpor, with a
handsome Fortune, and every Accomplishment which can
render a Lady agreeable. Friend Rayner, thou haut c.hosen
well"

That year a cattle distemper, to which the* newspapers
gave much space, was raging throughout England, Mold-
ing mingled cows with obscure people in his groups of the
dead:

"Mrs. Mary Tyrrington; she was the last of her Name.
She is the first of it I have ever heard of.

6 'Rev. Mr. Wicket; he had a Living in Kent. 11e was well
known at the polite End of the Town; but I hawi often
heard it doubted whether the last Letter of his name was
d or t.

"Tuesday. Mr. Tillcock an eminent Stocking Presser in
Grub-street. Wednesday, 'Mr. Tillcock is not dead but in
perfect Health. It is unpardonable in these Historians to
mistake in Matters of such Consequence, especially in their
own Neighbourhood.

"Upwards of 40 Cows belonging to one at Tottenham
Court, universally lamented ly all their Acquaintance.

"N.B. If great Men and Cattle die so fast, wo shall
scarce have room to bury them in our Paper "

24 The facetious paragraph, however, brought very
